
ROAD DIET ANALYSIS – MARCH 2015 



ORDINANCE #140982 – Adopted December 2014 

RESOLUTION: Directing the City Manager to conduct  

a road diet analysis of undivided four-lane streets   



ROAD DIET - Definition 

ROAD DIET: change of lane lines on a street to enhance safety. 

Typically, a road diet decreases driving lanes in favor of additional 

parking or bicycle facilities 



ROAD DIET - Benefits 

National studies indicate that 

road diets on average:  

• Improve safety for all roadway 

users 

• Assist motor vehicles by 

providing a center turn-lane  

• Protect vulnerable users such as 

people trying to cross the 

roadway and bicyclists using the 

roadway.  

• Reduce instances of aggressive 

speeding.  



ROAD DIET – KCMO Criteria 

• Average daily traffic: 

Less than 20,000 

vehicles 

• Four or more lanes 

• Peak hour traffic less 

than 1,000 vehicles per 

hour 



ROAD DIET – Middle block lane capacity 

• Spacing of intersection 

• Driveway density 

• Lane width 

• Types of vehicles 

• Signal corridor 

communication 

• Road alignment 

 

In urban core, average lane 

capacity is 800 cars per lane 

per hour.   



ROAD DIET – Study results 

Out of 630 four-lane 

streets in Kansas City 

• 130 had fewer than 

1,000 vehicles per hour 

• 46 could potentially 

benefit from a road diet 

• One was on the 

resurfacing list for 2015 



ROAD DIET – Cost per block 

• Signage - $300 

• Pavement marking 

removal - $2,650 

• Striping - $7,035 



ROAD DIET – Leeds Trafficway from 

Cleaver Boulevard to Stadium Drive 



ROAD DIET – Leeds Trafficway from 

Cleaver Boulevard to Stadium Drive 



ROAD DIET – Timeline 

• Pavement marking design and public coordination –  

April and May 

• Implementation – June to October 

• Public involvement will occur prior to any changes 



ROAD DIET – Public involvement 

• Pre-launch notification 

– Coming soon signs on route 

– Coordinated media coverage 

– City website and social media 

– Public meetings as appropriate 

• Project communications 

– Postcards sent out three weeks 

before resurfacing 

– Changeable message boards 

posted two weeks before 

resurfacing 


